
 

 

 

 

 

May 22, 2020 

 

 

Dear Class of 2020 and Families, 

During the early stages of the COVID 19 pandemic, we all felt an overwhelming need to 
have some sort of formal graduation ceremony for New Kent High School.  We have worked 
diligently to develop plans and to keep you informed of all of the options we have worked 
through, from traditional to modified graduation ceremonies, based on the circumstances 
and what we are allowed to do.  We have developed a couple of options.  While they are not 
traditional, and what we have done in the past, we hope that these ceremonies show our 
love, affection, and respect for what the members of the Class of 2020 have accomplished.   

Unfortunately, at this time, the Governor's orders will not allow large scale graduations or 
gatherings.   However, we have come up with other options.  The first is the following: 

On June, 8, 9, 10, and 11, we will have individual opportunities to walk across the stage, 
have multiple photo opportunities, receive your diplomas, and participate in a graduation 
ceremony.   A sign-up document has already been forwarded to you through Schoology for a 
time that is convenient for you and your family and guests.  During this time, you will have 
multiple photo opportunities, receive your diploma, and walk across the stage.  We have 
hired a professional video company to record the entire event and produce an edited version 
of the events of the 4 days including speeches.  This DVD as well as photos of the event, 
senior class t-shirts, and copies of the program will be given to you as our gifts to our 
graduating seniors.   

We are also very hopeful that we will be able to do a more traditional ceremony on the 
football field at 9 am on July 25th, 2020, but pending mandated guidelines, this is 
tentative.  More details about this event will be forthcoming if we are able to do it.  We 
will recreate graduation in the more traditional sense on this date and time if we are 
allowed. 

In light of this uncertainty, PLEASE sign up for the event on June 8-11.  

Details about the June 8th- 11th event are as follows: 

You must sign up on the spreadsheet that has been sent to you for a specific time. 

You must arrive at least 15 minutes prior to your time.  If you are late, you will need to wait 
until the next available opportunity/opening.   

Because of current social distancing guidelines, everyone is limited to the graduate and 5 
family members. 



You will pull into the bus loop and remain in your car until Mr. Fitzgerald notifies you that it is 
your time to move into the building. 

You will enter through the Media Center entrance with your 5 guests.  You must return or 
pay for any obligations to Mrs. Ritter at this time.  Failure to do so will prevent you from 
participating in the event.  Any obligations not fulfilled after Tuesday, May 26, 2020, will need 
to be done either with cash or online.   

You must be prepared with your cap and gown, this is a tight schedule. 

When called you will be escorted down the main hall and have opportunities to pick up your 
complimentary program and Senior T-shirt as well as sign the senior flag and collect 
whatever cords you have earned as Pomp and Circumstance is playing.  Members of spring 
athletic teams, as well as spring drama members, will sign mementos of your activity for 
display.  There will also be a photo opportunity for you and your guests on the way to the 
auditorium! 

A senior class sponsor will move you to the auditorium entrance and let you know when it is 
your turn.  You will be guided to the stage and your guests will move down the center aisle 
and be front and center as you walk down the right-hand side of the auditorium toward the 
stage. 

Mrs. Ellis will announce your name and you will come across the stage to receive your 
diploma.   You and I will have a Socially Distanced photo opportunity and you will move your 
tassel and be declared a New Kent High School graduate!!   You will have another photo 
opportunity on the stage, with your family if you wish and will then exit, with your guests out 
of the auditorium in the back, toward another photo opportunity, and out the Main Entrance 
to the building. 

The TROJAN ROCK will also be decorated specifically for the occasion if you would like to 
take a picture there before you leave. 

We will do social distancing and cleaning/disinfecting between each graduate.  Doors will be 
open, but bathrooms will not be available.  Please do whatever you feel comfortable in order 
to feel safe (masks, gloves, etc) during this ceremony.  If any graduate is uncomfortable 
coming in for this, we will mail you your diploma, program, t-shirt, etc. or you may pick it up 
at a different time.   

Please fill out the form that Mrs. Chisenhall is sending out through Schoology about your 
future plans that we would also like to celebrate! 

Thank you for working with us to recognize your successes! 

 

 
 

Chris Valdrighi 
Principal 
 


